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We Are Underway
The site at the old Silverdale bowling club has now be pegged out ready for the contractor to 
move on site and begin excavating the footings for the new building.  Further good news is 
that Atlas Concrete have offered to supply all the metal for this work which will save us a good
deal of money.  God bless Atlas.

Building Donation
We have more very good news in that Fulton Hogan has offered us their workshop building 
currently located at Sidwell Road, Milldale.  The building will become surplus to their 
requirements in about 6 months, at which time we are invited to move the building to our 
bowling club site. It has 4 large roller doors and a generous height that will allow for truck 
movements and unloading.  Members of the building committee will be visiting the site shortly 
for a closer inspection.  

Coffee Club
This meeting was held at the Te Herenga o Orewa Marae in Te Herenga Way, Silverdale and 
25 of our members and visitors took advantage of this unique opportunity to be officially 
welcomed onto the Marae.   It was a new experience for most and was thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone.  The Marae is relatively new and is in pristine condition and a credit to all those 
involved in its organisation.  

Coffee Club Guest Speaker
Bjorn Modigh is of Swedish origin and deserves a special mention for the talk he gave about 
the organisation he is involved with, Grandparents Parenting Grandchildren.  This is a new 
development around New Zealand where grandparents are now having to take care of their 
grandchildren on a full time because their parents are unable to.  The problem according to 
Bjorn stems from the fact that so many parents are now involved with drugs, especially 
Methamphetamine.  It is so bad that in one instance, a 6 year old was left out on the street all 
alone waiting to be uplifted by grandparents.  Otherwise, the parents concerned were 
threatening the child with bodily harm.  Discussions are ongoing with Bjorn and the Men’s 
Shed is committed to assist his group wherever possible.

Water Shortage
You will be aware that as a result of extremely dry weather lately the dams supplying 
Auckland’s water supply are becoming quite low.  Our Brightside Road premises were also 
affected by a water shortage recently that would be described as severe.  In fact, we had no 
water at all because some peasant broke into the old shop premises above, turned off the 
power and water and then stole the copper cylinder!!  It has been suggested that if we catch 
the culprit we should put him / her through our thicknesser to take off the rough edges and 
straighten them out.

Additional Storage
On a much brighter note, we have purchased a 20’ container that is now on site and being 
prepared by our ‘fix it’ man, Eric, so that we can have an appropriate amount of shelving for 
timber storage.  This is going to help quite a bit to sort out the timber we have and free up 
much needed space inside the building.

Builders’ Corner
A bad marriage is a bit like a pack of cards, you begin with a heart and a diamond and end up
wishing you had a club and a spade.
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