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New Building Progress
The old Silverdale Bowling Club has been well and truly bowled.  The site is now very muddy 
but very flat.  The mud of course is the result of all the rain showers we’ve had lately and this 
has delayed our volunteer contractor from getting onto the site to establish the new building’s 
footings.  We hope this part of the build will be completed in the next week or so.

Building Donation
The situation with the building that was offered to the Hibiscus Men’s Shed by Fulton Hogan 
has proven to be unworkable.  To get the structure onto the Silverdale site would entail 
moving it in several large sections and when the transport and related costs were considered,
the deal was going to be as expensive if not more so than the purchase of a new building.  
Other enquiries are being followed up and we hope to have positive news soon. 

Coffee Club
This meeting was held at the Red Beach Surf Lifesaving Club with a total of 26 people in 
attendance.  Our guest speaker was Graham Rice who is a trustee of the Men’s Shed.  
Graham outlined his career as a surveyor and covered the history of sub-division 
development and his extensive work in Fiji.

Men’s Shed – North Shore
Some members of the Hibiscus Coast team paid a visit to the North Shore shed which has 
been in operation for about 10 years.  The idea of the visit was to learn how they went about 
establishing their shed and coping with the issues around funding.  It was interesting to find 
that they started by building their shed in sections over time which is exactly what the 
Hibiscus team were considering.  The North Shore Shed is extremely well equipped and has 
a large membership but they are still working to complete the building as originally designed.  
Much was learned on the day and the North Shore group has offered give the Hibiscus team 
some guidelines on the best approach to funding and building construction.

Orewa College
The college made contact with us recently as they have woodworking machinery on their site 
but are lacking anyone with experience that can teach pupils how it can be used effectively 
and safely.  Arrangements have been made for a group of our members to pay a visit to the 
college and provide information and guidance to staff and pupils.  There is also a need to 
provide presentations to pupils from time to time on career opportunities in the trades and this
gives us a good opportunity to raise awareness of Men’s Shed activities.

Builders’ Corner
Give a thought to the builder who was a committed devil worhipper.  The poor chap was 
dyslexic and ended up selling his soul to Santa.
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